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THE GOD OIF flIEs
BY JACK LONDON

was near 12 Along the northern
horizon a rosy glow fading to the
west and deepening to the east

marked the unseen dip of the midnight-
sun The gloaming and the dawn were
EO commingled that there was no night

simply a wedding of day with day a
arcely perceptible blending of two cir
sca of the sun A kildee timidly chirped

goodnight the full rich throat of a robin
proclaimed Prom an Island
on the breast of the Yukon a colony of
wild fowl voiced its interminable
wrongs while a loon laughed mockingly

across a sun stretch river
In the foreground against the bank of

n lazy canoes were lined
two and deep In the muddy cur-
rent of the river the salmonrun was on
In the background from the tangle of
skin tents rose the voices of the fisher
folk Bucks skylarked with bucks or
flirted with the maidens while the older
squaws gossiped as they braided rope
from the green roots of trailing vines At
their feet the naked progeny played and
squabbled or rolled in the muck with the
tawny wolf doRa

To one side of the encampment and
conspicuously apart from it stood a sec
ond camp of two tents It was a white
mans camp In case of offense it com
manded the Indian quarters a hundred
yards away of defense a rice to tho
ground and the cleared intervening space
and last of defeat the swift slope of
n score of yards to the canoes below
From one of the tents came the petulant
cry of a sick child and the crooning song
of a mother In the open over the
smouldering embers of a fire two men
held ta

Eh I love the church like a good son
Biin So great a love that my days have
been spent in fleeing away from her and
my nights in dreaming dreams of reckon-
ing you The halfbreeds voice
rase to an angry snarl I am Red River
born My father wee white as white as
you But you are Yankee and he was
British bred and a gentlemans son And
my mother woe the daughter a chief
arid I was H man Ay and one had to
I v k the second time to see what manner
of bleed In my veins for I lived with
the whites and was one of them and

fmy fathers heart beat In me it hap
there was a maiden

lked on me with kind Her father
had much land and many horses also
hf wa H big man among his people and
his blood was the blood of the French
Hr said the girl knew not her own mind
end talked overmuch with her and

wroth
But she knew her mind for we came

quick before the priest But quicker had
fome her father with lying words so
that the priest stiffened his neck and
would not make us that we might live
our with the other As at the
it

beginnin-

git
was the church which would not bless

t y birth so now it was the church which
refused me marriage and put the blood-
of men upon my hands Thus have
I cause to love the church So I struck
the priest on his womans mouth and
xv o took swltt horse the girl and I to
Fort Pierre where was a minister of
Rood heart But hot on our trail was her
father and brothers and other men hr
had gathered him And we fought our
horses on the run till I emptied three
saddles and the rest drew off and went
on to Fort Pierre Then we took east
t girl and I and we lived one with the
CT and we were not married So in
the end the bore me a child a woman
child ann died Then I went among my
mothers poops that It might nurse at
a warm breast and live But my hands
were wet with the blood of men And
the Riders of the North came for m
but my mothers brother who was then
chief in his cwn right hid me and gave
me horses and food And we went away
my womanchild and I even to the Hud-
son bay country where white men were
few and the questions they asked not
many And I worked for the company-
as a hunter as a driver of
dogs till my womanphild was become
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sighted the canoe and was wide
awake on the instant

the jumping Methuselah That
damned sky pilot

Hay Stockard nodded his head bitterly
half reached for his then shrugged
his shoulders

Potshot him Bill suggested and
settle the thing out of hand Hell spoil-
us sure if we dont But the other

this drastic measure and turned
away The two Indians in the canoe
moored it oh the of the while
Its white occupant conspicuous by his
gorgeous headgear came up bank

of Tarsus I give you greet
Ing Peace be unto you and grace before
the

His advances were met sullenly and
without speech

To you Hay Stockard blasphemer and
Philistine greeting In your heart is the
lust of Mammon in your mind cunning
devils In your tent this woman whom you
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live with in adultery yet of these divers
sins even here in the wilderness 1
Sturges Owen apostle to the Lord bidyou tp and cast from you your
iniquities

Save your cant Save your cant Hay
Stockard broke In testily Youll need
all youve got and more for Red Baptiste
over yonder

He waved his hand toward the Indian
camp where the halfbreed was looking
steadily across striving to make out the
newcomers Sturges Owen disseminator
of light and apostle to the Lord stepped-
to the edge of the steep and commanded
his men to bring up the camp outlet
Stockard followed him

Look here he demanded plucking the
missionary by the shoulder and twirling

Do you value your hide
My life is In the Lords keeping and I

do but work in his vineyard he replied
solemnly

P

him about

Ohi stow that Are you looking for a
Job of

If he so willswen youll find It right here but rm

not you alone but year men BUI wifeand myself do you bring
trouble upon yourself but upon us Iknew you for a man and a If you
think It your duty to strive with theheathen well and good but do exercisewit In the way you go about ItThis man Red is no IndianHe comes of our common stock Is as bull-
necked as I ever dared be and as wild afanatic the one way as you are the otheryou two come together heir II beto pay and I dont care to be mixed up inIt Understand So take my advice andgo away Take my word for It aud gitout of here as fast as Godll let yea

He who carries the Lord In hIs Heart
and the gospel in his hand hath BO fearof the machinations of man or devil themissionary answered sulkily I willman and wrestle with him One backslider returned to the fold is a greater vic-tory than a thousand heathen Bring up
the little with the tea and a kettle ofwater he called the next instant to hisboatmen not forgetting the haunch ofcaribou and the mixing pan

When his men converts by his own
hand had gained the bank the trio fell totheir knees hands and backs burdenedwith equipage and offered up
thanks for passage through
wilderness and safe arrival
Stockard looked upon the function withsneering disapproval Baptiste the Redgazing across recognized the familiarpostures and remembered the girl who

shared his starroofed couch In themills and forests and the womanchildwho lay somewhere by bleak Hudsonsbay m
Confound it Baptiste couldnt think ofIt Not for a moment Grant that thisman is a fool and of small use in the na

of things but still you know I cantgive up
Hay Stockard paused striving to put

into speech the rude of his heartHes worried me Baptiste in the past
and now and caused me all manner 01
troubles but cant you see hes my own
breed and and why I couldnt buy my
life with his not if he was a nigger-

So be it Bapttete the Red made an
swer I have given you grace and choice
I shall come presently with my priests
and fighting men and either shall I killyou or you deny God Give the
lriest to and you shall depart in Otherwise your trail ends
here Even children stolenaway your canoes

He pointed down to the river Naked
boys had slipped down the water from the
point above cast loose the canoe and by
then had worked them into the current

Give me the priest and may have
them back again

Stockard shook his head His glance
dropped to the woman of the Teslln coun
try with his boy at her breast and he
would have wavered hag he not lifted his
eyes to the men before him

I am not afraid Sturges Owen spoke
up The Lord bears me in his right
hand and alone am I ready to go into
the camp of the unbeliever It is not too
late Even In the eleventh hour may 1
win his soul to the true righteousness

Trip the beggar and make him
Bill whispered hoarsely In the ear

of his leader while the missionary kept
the ioor and wrestled with the heathen

Make him hostage and bore him if they
get ugly

No Stockard answered I gave him
my word that he could speak with us un-

molested Rules of warfare Bill rules of
warfare Hes been on the square given
us warning and all that and why damn-
it I cant break my word

Hell keep his never fear
Dont doubt it but I wont let a half

breed outdo me in fair dealing Why not
do what he wants give him the mission-
ary and be done with it

Nno Bill hesitated doubtfully
Shoe pinches eh

Bill flushed a little and dropped the
Baptiste the Red was still wait-

ing the final decision Stockard went up
to him

Its this way Baptiste I came to
your minded to go up to Koyukuk
I intended no wrong My heart was clean
of evil It Is clean Along comes
this priest as you call him I didnt

to give you some advice first Take
IIt or It It yoU stop here youll becut oft In the midst of labors Anti t
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A Happy

As the old year fades away into eternity and the new year breaks forth in all its

glory bringing with it greater Bargains than has ever before been offered to the pub

He in the history of Salt Lake City Remember It isnt what you earn that makes

you rich it is what you Now is your chance ioVsaye by patronizing the

greatest of all sales
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CLOTHING
Mens extra good quality black and

gray Clay Worsted Suits regular
value 15 and 18 Q 7R
sale price w-

SOO mens Hats in all the newest
and latest styles and shapes
value up to 260 QRn
our bankrupt price

300 Hats in stylish shapes regular
value up to 175

Mens Underwear Hosiery and all
Furnishings at accordingly low
prices
Boys good heavy Suits regular

values up to 4 and 5 sale price
125 150 175-

A big line of boys good heavy
Knee Pants regular QCw
50c grade now

Ladies Suits and Waists
500 fine white and colored Persian

Lawn Ladies Waists value up to
300 choice of

this lot 3UC
Ladies fine imported French Flan

nel Waists elaborately trimmed-
in latest Venetian designs regu
lar values 600 and 800 your
choice of
this lot pfilfU

Ladies stylish threequarter length
floats in and castor regu
lar value 1500 rand 1800 our
price in this grand CjO Cft

Ladles uptodato threequarter
Coats genuine beaver collar in
tan and castor regular value
1800 and 52000 i

bankrupt price vlPU
Your choice of our Short Coats

which did sell up to 1500 now
they are

for DOU
Ladies fine tailormade Suits

value up to 4500 sale price
550 and up

SOD black heavy mercerized
Waists regular value up to

25 sale CA-
price
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woman tall and slender and fair to theeye
you know the winter long and lonely

breeding evil thoughts and bad deeds
The Chief Factor was hard man and
bold And he was not such that a woman
would delight look But he casteyojj my womanchild who was to

a woman Mother of God He
sent me away on a long trip with the
dogs you understand he was a hard

and without hurt She was moat
white and her was white and welt

It was bitter cold the night of my re
turn I had been away months The
Indians and breeds looked on me in

and I felt the fear of I knew not
what but r said nothing till the dogs
were fed and I had eaten as a man with
work bslorehlm should Then I SPOKO
up demanding the word and they shrank

me afraid of my anger but thestory came out word for word and act
for act and they marveled that I should
bill s Quiet

Wnen they had done I went to the
Factors house calmer than now In the
telling of It He had fled to the house
of the priest Thither I followed But
when I was como to that place the priest
stood in and soft words
I asked by right of a fathers wrath
that he give me past but he said only
over his body and besought with me to
pray Look you It was the church

the church for I passed over his
and sent Factor to meet my wo

manchild before his god which is a bad
wad

Then was there hue and cry for word
was sent to the station below and I came
away Through the Land of the Great
Slave down the valley of the Mackenzie-
to the neveropening ice over the white
Rockies punt the great curve of the
Yukon even to this place did I come
And from that day to this yours Is the
first face of my fathers people I have
looked upon May It be the last
people which aro my people are a sim-
ple folk and I have been raised to honor
among them My word is their law and
their priests but do my bidding We ask
to be let alone We do not want your
kind If we permit you to sit by our
fires after you will come your church
your priests and your gods And know
this for each white man comes to
my village him will I make deny his God
You are the first and I will give you
grace So it yougo and go

I am not responsible

in a meditative manner Hay Stockard
was at times as thoughtful of speech as
he was wanton of action
But I know your breed responded tb j

othfr Your brothers are many and it
is you and yours who break the trail for
them to follow In time they shall come
to possess the land but not in my time
You may go back to brothers but
up the Koyukuk you shall not go while
the priests and men do my bid
ding Thus do I command I Baptiste-
the Red whose word is law over this peo
pleAnd should I not go down to the Rus
sians or back to my brothers

Then shall you go swiftfooted before
your God which is a bad God and the
God of the white men

The red sun shot up above the northern
skyline dripping and bloody Baptiste the
went back to his camp

Hay Stockard finished his pipe by the
fire picturing in smoke and coal the un
known upper reaches of the Koyukuk-
the strange stream which ended here Its
arctic travels and merged Its waters with
the muddy Yukon flood Somewhere up
there 5f the dying words of a shipwrecked
sailorman had made the fearful over-
land journey were to be believed and It
the vial of golden grains in his pouch at
tested somewhere up
stood the Treasure House of the North
And as keeper of the gate Baptiste the
Red English and renegade
barred the way

Bah He kicked the embers apart and
rose to his full height arms lazily out
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stretched facing the flushing north with
careless soul n

Hay Stockard swore Harshly in the
rugged monosyllables of his mother
tongue His wife lifted her gaze from
the and pans and followed his in a
keen scrutiny of the river She was a
woman of the Teslin wise in the
ways of her husbands vernacular when-
it grew Intensive So she knew the pres-
ent occasion merited attention A long
anoe with paddles flashing back the
rays of the westering sun was crossing

current from above In for
the eddy Hay Stockard watched it in-
tently Three men rose and dipped rose
and dipped in rhythmical precision but-
a red bandanna wrapped about the head
of one caught and held his eye

Bill ne called Oh Bill
A shambling looseJointed giant rolled

out of one of tents yawning rub-
bing the sleep from his eyes Then he

n
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DRESS GOODS
Assortment of Fine and Staple Dress

Go odsat Almost Your Own Price
Extra heavy quality Outing Flan

nets s ll regularly for and
15c bankrupt
price I 030

An line of fancy imported
Liberty Satin regular value 75c

85c Iflo

100 of Foulard Silk in all the newest shades and designs
regular price 65c and 75c bankrupt price

greater Bargains Have ever Been Offered in
This Line

500 Ladies arid Misses uptodate Hats in new fall OK A
regular values from 50c to L50 Bankrupt Sale

260 Ladles Fall and Winter Hats new and stylish designs C
regular values 250 up to 350 Bankrupt Price w

350 Ladles and Misses Stylish Hats all god shapes and uptodate
shades regular values from 150 up Bankrupt
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Ladles Misses Boys
Rubbers and Overshoes

bought at a very low price and to
be sold cheap cheaper cheapest

Ladies good quality Rubber sale
x

35c and 45c
A

Childrens good quality Rubber
iisaieprfc-
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Mens v Three and Fourbuckle
Overshoes sale price
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Childrens Arctics sale price
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bring him here Hed have come whetherwas here or not But new that he is3f my people rye to stand
And rm going to Further itwill be no childs play When you have

done your village will be silent and emptyyour wasted after a faminewe will b gone likewise the pick
Of men

who remain shall lapeace
Both men shrugged their shoulders andturned backto his own The missionary fellinto prayer Stockard and Bill attackedthe few standing pines with their axesfelling into convenient breast-

works The child had fallen asleep
the woman placed it on a of
and lent a hand In fortifying the camp
Three sides were the steep
from that direction From the opposingcamp came the booming of war drumsand the voices of the stirring thepeople to anger

Worst of it is theyll come In rushes
BUI complained as they walked back withshouldered axes

And wait till midnight when the lightgets dirt for shooting
Cant start the ban arolliag too ear-

then Bill exchanged ax for a rifle
and took a careful rest One of the medi-
cine men towering above his tribesmen
stood out distinctly Bill drew a bead on
himAll ready he asked

Stockard opened the ammunition box
placed the woman where she could reload

and gave the word The medi-
cine man dropped For a minute therewas science then a wild howl went up
and a of bone arrows fell short

Didnt work Stockard shook his headfloomily Baptiste had evidently quelled
the more warlike of his follew r and in
stead of nrecinitatlnr an attack in thebright light of day the shot had caused-
a hasty xodiis the Indians drawing out
of the village beyond the zone of fire

In the full of tote
borne along by the hand of GolSturpes Owen would have ventured

into the camp of the unbeliever equally
preuar l for miracle or martyrdom but
in the w tins which ensued the fever of
conviction died away gradually as the
natural man asserted itself Physical fear
replacid spiritual hope the love of life
the love of God It was no new ex
peri not He could feel his weakness
coming on He had struggled against it
and been overcome by it before The
recollection was not pleasant It brought
shame to him that his spirit should be so
weak and his flesh so strong Bat the
love of life the love of life He could
not strip it from him tlis courage if
courase it micht be called was bred of
fanaticism The courage of and
Bill adherence to deeprooted
ideals Not that the love 01 life was less
hut the love of ram tradition more not
that they wore unafraid to but thatthey wore brave enough not to live t
the price of shame

missionary rose for the moment
swayed by the mood of sacrifice He hall
crawleri over the barricade to proceed to
the other camp but sank hick a trem
bline mass wailing

This reached over plucked him to his
feet and shook him fiercely silently
Then he dropped the bundle of quivering
nerves and turned his attention to the
two converts But they showed little
fright and a cheerful alacrity In

for the coming passage at arms
Stockard who had ben talking in un

dertones with the Teslin woman now
turned to the missionary

Fetch him over here he commanded
of Bill

Now he ordered when Sturgea
Owen had been dUly before
him make u man and wife and be
lively about it Then he added apolo-
getically to Bill No telling how
to end so I just thought i i get my af-
fairs straightened up

The woman obeyed the behest of her
white lord To her the ceremony was
meaningless By her lights site was his
wife and bad been from the day they
first foregathered The served
as witnesses Bill stood over the

prompting him when he stumbled
Stockard put the responses in the wom
ans mouth and when the time came for
want of better ringed her finger with

Kiss bride Bill thundered and
Sturges Owen was too weak to disobey

Continued on Page 23L
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SHOE DEPARTMENTFa-
mous Kulture 350 Ladles

Shoes sell everywhere
for 350 sale prlae iJfiiJU

Fine Kid Slippers reg
ular value 5225 QCp

A few samples of Fine Shoes reg-
ular price 500 and CjOO CA
sale price

A big assortment of Childrens
same good values our
sale price i Uuw

Ladles Stylish Oxfords values up
to 400 our bankrupt

Mens Canvas LeggIns regular
Sec sale
price Out

Childrens Felt Fur Trimmed House
Slippers regular value
125 bankrupt price UUU

GROCERIESB-

est Mocha and Java
lar 40e grade our bank Oflfrapt sale price

Black and Green
TIc sale price per tflp
pound

Best Tapioca Sago and Pearl Bar
iey sale price per
pound

Best Cocoanut In bulk

Grape Nuts two packages
for I

Friends Oats sale price
pound

Best CAP Corn regular
value lie

Aunt Hannahs Baking Powder
sale IKn

price
Schillings Best Baking Powder

usually sells for 50c per pound
same price per QRs
pound

High Grade Cornmeal regular
price 35c per sack our flP
sale price

Mens Extra

500prIce

I

Coffee

Best gtade

r 3

15csale price pound

3
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